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 To improve the quality and to increase the volume of

multilateral cooperation between higher education institutions

in Europe

 To facilitate the development of innovative practices in

education and training, and their transfer, including from one

participating country to others

 To support the development of innovative ICT-based content,

services, pedagogies and practice for lifelong learning



 Present a strong multidisciplinary approach

 Focus on subject areas which are currently

under-represented in Erasmus student

mobility



 To help children be active observers and dynamic performers in their

space and time, future educators and teachers must learn to be

mediators in the process.

 We propose an ERASMUS IP in which students and teachers from

different European partner institutions can share experience and

good pedagogical practices, using situations in their different cities

(space, time, resources, barriers…) as a ground to understand, search

and empower children’s voices in contemporary life.



Because we recognize creativity, expression as privileged

languages for observing, describing and understanding

the world/the city, it is our aim that this IP may give

students, from different countries and cultures, the

chance to express themselves and to work on their own

productions (using photography, video, drawing,

painting, modelling,…), in order to communicate their

work to others.



[So] by using art and technology as a form of describing the

world (ourselves, others, space, time, feelings…) and, in

concrete, the city, we aspire to encourage students and

teachers to intensify their capacity of observation and

listening so that they can be mediators with children

helping them use that same capacity.



The participants in this experience will develop their work in small

groups, tutored by a staff member/teacher, following five steps:

(1) Choice of the urban area to be studied;

(2) Individual visit to the chosen area in order to capture its

atmosphere (its people, its meeting places versus crossing

areas) and the urban furniture (monuments, squares, streets,

limits and frontiers);

(3) Group meetings in order to design guidelines for collecting the

materials (graphic and audio)



(4) Group work with the purpose of observation and immersion in

the current life of the chosen area;

(5) Development of a narrative, built in the studio, to be publicly

presented to all participating groups thus enabling them to

become conscious of the limits and potentials of this kind of

register as well as of the socializing potentialities of urban

spaces.



We expect that this IP promotes effective multidisciplinary work

within each Institution and between them, strengthening this

perspective and recognizing its value for teacher training.

It will allow us to test innovative training modules aiming at

construction of the Education City, with a strong belief in its

importance to reinforce social bounds of solidarity, respect and

cooperation, in which children have a voice and are listened to.



Taking into account what our Institution has learned over

the last two decades - namely within EU ERASMUS

programme - there is a particular question, that arises

from the dialogue between partner institutions, regarding

teacher training and, ultimately, aiming at a better early

childhood education and well-being, supported by the

Rights of the Child:



We ask ourselves - how are children’s voices present in Europe,

in our countries, in different cities?

How do we “adapt (…) to respond to the needs and interests of

children and to encourage them to explore the built

environment and understand how their town or city

functions?” (in, Child in the city, 2008);

How do we give them a chance, starting at very early stages, to

participate as active citizens?



 ESEI Maria Ulrich has, from its foundation, a long tradition in

acknowledging arts, expression and creativity as a major area in

the teaching programmes and in its training model.

 In the 90’s, ESEI had a truly rich experience called “City Faces”,

coordinated by Professor Pierre Babin (University of Lyon).

 This project was an inspiration to our actual proposal...



 This IP will use an interdisciplinary/multidisciplinary pedagogical

approach that allows students to study and understand the complex

relation between educational, cultural, anthropological, artistic,

technological questions related to the aims and objectives of the IP.

 This approach stimulates student’s flexibility and facilitates their

understanding of diversity and its impact on cities, countries and on

the wider European culture for education.



The teaching methods will focus on collaborative learning, based on

constructivist and learner-centered approach.

Teachers will act as mediators/facilitators, helping students to build their

personal perceptions and perspectives; thus giving them the chance

to work actively in demanding but challenging tasks.

In this way, teachers privilege students activity rather than focusing on

their own preferences/options. Students will be continually addressed

to express needs, concerns and thoughts.



Conditions will be created for students to cooperate with each other, building

questions and guidelines regarding their work, and recurrently evaluating

their participation and its effects/products.

This cooperation is particularly important between students of different

Institutions/cultures, so it can lead to the acknowledgment of their own

educational culture and of the richness in meeting and articulating with

others.

Diversity will be celebrated.



 Teachers have the responsibility to generate

multiple opportunities for such learning to take

place, so work should be organised to promote

those chances.

 English will be will the official language.



This project will be fully recognised for the students Diploma

Supplement, in which the nature, level, context, content and

status of this Programme will be described.

The IP will be designed to award students 6 ECTS credits for

successful completion of the program.

Universities that send students to the IP are required to agree to

accept the ECTS credits awarded to the students.



 ICT environment will be used for learning and sharing information. A

Blog will be built during preparation, implementation and follow-up

stages of the IP. The programme will be designed in preference for

participation of 1st cycle/undergraduate students, but will also be

open for the higher level students by foreseeing additional

assignments and tutoring content.

 ICT methods are key elements in supervising the learning process.

Students will work web based both prior, in between and after the

contact sessions.



 Monitoring is essential for the project’s success. This process will be

carried out while the project is implemented, with the purpose of

improving the project’s design and performance while in action. The

project coordinator will be responsible for its accomplishment.

 Thus, we plan to write regular reports, in which our partners will also

be actively involved, and detailed information is given based on

previously developed indicators related to the project’s aims and

objectives. This documentation will describe the IP in its specific

actions, reflecting their impact and success in view of projects goals.



Project evaluation will focus on the outcomes of the IP with the aim of

enlightening the design of next year’s work and sharing with others

(students, teachers, public in general) the actions successfully

achieved.

Students and teachers will write a final report based on the instruments

used during the monitoring process, which include all documentation

produced – written reports, portfolios, videos, photography,... – to

tell in a comprehensive way the results achieved.



1. Portfolios – Building the Education City

 Construction of Portfolios will encourage student’s self

regulation and increase their interest and conscience of

the knowledge obtained during the IP’s implementation.

This instrument can provide credible evidence of students’

achievement, and make procedures and practices visible

at every level of the project implementation.



2. Developing an Education City - empowering children’s

voices

Products (photography, films, PowerPoint’s,...) done by

students and teachers – participants in the IP – to support

the development of new approaches and methodologies,

promoting exchange of ideas and good practices.



3. Finding pedagogical resources within urban places

– Building the Education City

Posters will enable participants to share, on short or long

distance bases, the processes and outcomes achieved

during the IP.



4. Finding pedagogical resources within urban places

– Building the Education City

Pedagogical resources, based on the projects

documentation for new training modules by all

partner Institutions.



When ready
Source 

Language

Other 
language 
version

Nr Copies

Paper Brochures

Finding pedagogical resources 
within urban places – Building 
the Education City

English 
Portuguese 
Italian 
Swedish

80 in EN

20 in PT; IT 
and SV

DVD

Developing an Education City -
empowering children’s voices

English 
Portuguese 
Italian 
Swedish

80

For publications: Versions and numbers

For publications: versions and numbers



vision

reality

 Developing a personal vision…

 Holding creative tension (managing 

the gap between our vision and 

reality); recognizing structural tensions 

and constraints, and our own power 

with regard to them; 

 A commitment to truth…

 Building shared vision!


